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TO: 
 

Mayor D. Aspden and Members of General Committee 
 

FROM: 
 

Rudi Quammie Williams, MBA, BFA, Director of Culture 

NOTED: 
 

R. Forward, MBA, M.Sc., P.Eng., General Manager of Infrastructure, Development 
& Culture 

 
 Jon M. Babulic, Chief Administrative Officer 
 
RE: 
 

 
Cultural Grants Program, 2010  

DATE: 
  

March 1, 2010 

  
For the information of General Committee, the Department of Culture is pleased to announce that a total 
of $324,880.00 was presented to the community arts groups and individual artists through the cultural 
granting process for 2010.  The process began in September when groups were encouraged to submit 
their applications to the City for review.  Advertising of the grants program was accomplished through the 
City’s website, press releases, direct mail outs, posters placed in various community facilities and e-mail 
notices sent to community groups and individuals vested in the arts.  

The Department of Culture employed a panel of five highly qualified arts consultants from across the 
province to review and rate the applications.  The application deadline was November 27th and the 
applications were couriered to the jury panel at the beginning of the following week.  The panel then had 
one month to review and evaluate the applications.  The jury panel convened in Barrie on Friday January 
8

th
, to discuss their opinions and formulate a consensus on the strengths of the applications, the areas for 

improvement and suggestions that would benefit the applicants.  The panel recommended an amount of 
money for each application.  The grant amount was based on several factors: 

 A review of the applications funding request in relation to their total operating budget,  

 A recognition that the City of Barrie funding is not the sole source of funding,  

 Whether the applicant is meeting the goals of the program by building capacity and developing a 
sustainable organization that consistently demonstrates excellence in the arts,  

 The group achieved a ranking acceptable to the panel,  

 A realization that most groups will not receive their requested amounts as the total dollars 
requested far exceeded the amount available.  

The panel members consisted of the following five arts consultants, Jane Buyers, Paul Eck, Melanie 
Fernandez, Susan Serran and Alana Wilcox.  A brief bio of each consultant is attached as Appendix “B” 
for your perusal.  

In addition to the operating and project grants that the City has been presenting for the past five years, a 
new category under project grants was developed in 2009 that included individual artists.  Individual artist 
may now apply as emerging artists for up to a maximum of $2,000.00 and mid-career artists may apply 
for up to a maximum of $5,000.00.  The disbursement of the grant is located in Appendix “A” attached. 
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When presenting their cheques, staff from the Department of Culture met with each and every 
organization and individual that applied, to discuss their applications and provide them with the valuable 
feedback given by the jury panel.  Through this process the Department of Culture learns about the 
challenges facing arts groups and individuals and they are working towards ways to assist them in 
reaching their full potential.  

In 2009, the Department of Culture organized four workshops on grant writing to enable individuals and 
organizations to hone their grant writing skills and learn to properly complete the City of Barrie funding 
applications.  Over 80 individuals and members of arts organizations attended and received this training 
for a minimal cost to the City of Barrie.  2009 was the first year that the City of Barrie had offered project 
grant funding to individuals and funded only two individuals that applied.  Over the year the individuals 
gained confidence with the training provided and the Department of Culture received 33 project grant 
applications for 2010, 19 of which were individual artists.  The Department of Culture was pleased to fund 
9 individuals in 2010 as their private art practices will serve to enhance the cultural face of our 
community.  

In 2009, the City of Barrie dispersed $252,000.00 in operating grant funding to 14 different arts 
organizations in the community.  This funding enabled these groups to leverage $319,425.00 in provincial 
funds and another $100,212.00 in federal funds.  These groups were also able to leverage over $1.5 
million dollars in private and corporate sponsorships over the course of 2009.  

Many testimonials were received from the Arts Organizations that were funded in 2009 that reflected how 
crucial the City’s funding was to the success of their respective organizations and how the organizations 
were able to leverage funding from other levels of government and private sponsors as a direct result of 
the City’s grants.   

Claudine Benoit, Director of the Barrie Film Festival commented, “The Barrie Film Festival is sincerely 
grateful to receive this support from the City of Barrie.  One of our key goals is to continue to build an 
appreciation for film as a distinct art form in Barrie though various projects all year long.  We showcase 
award-winning independent films from Canada and around the world as well as nurture the talents of up-
and-coming filmmakers.  This grant will assist us at an integral time in our development by providing the 
revenue to strengthen our projects, build capacity and accommodate growth, thus ensuring organizational 
sustainability." 

Ted Fullerton, of the Campus Gallery, Director of the School of Design and Visual Art for Georgian 
College noted, “Without this support quite simply we would not be able to continue our programming that 
has received national, provincial and regional support through attendance and profile.  It has been the 
cornerstone in facilitating the opportunity to successfully benefit from other funding bodies such as the 
Ontario Arts Council whose mandate is to also assist and benefit cultural initiatives that enrich and benefit 
artists communities and progressive creative opportunities”.  

Kempenfelt Community Players noted that they are still receiving requests for KCP subscriptions and they 
have seen 2 more major sponsors support KCP as they were very impressed with their publicity efforts 
and website changes that were made possible with the City’s funding assistance.  

 
 
___________________________ 
Onalee Groves 
Culture Office, Development 
 
Attachments 
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Appendix “A” 

2010 Grant Funding 

Name Operating Grants Project Grants 

Organizations   

BRAVADO $2,000  

Barrie Concert Band $4,000  

Barrie Film Festival $19,000 $5,000 

Barrie Folk Society $8,000  

Campus Gallery $10,000 $1,500 

Caribbean Culture Institute $19,000 $1,500 

Colours of Music $13,000  

Gryphon Theatre $15,000  

Huronia Symphony $10,000  

Kempenfelt Community Players $9,000  

King Edward Choir  $2,500 

Lyrica Choir  $2,000 

MacLaren Art Centre $110,000 $5,000 

Simcoe Contemporary Dancers  $5,000 

Talk Is Free Theatre $38,000  

Theatre By The Bay $20,000  

Total $277,000  

Individual Artists   

Anita Arvast  $2,000 

Damian Lopes  $2,500 

Derek Martin  $2,500 

Don Stuart  $2,880 

Heather Tobin  $5,000 

Niall Donaghy  $2,000 

Shawn William Dawson  $2,000 

Tonya Kennedy  $2,500 

Trudee Romanek  $4,000 

Total  $47,880 
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Appendix “B” 

Jury Panel Bios for 2010 
 
 
Paul Eck received a Masters degree in Arts Administration from Harvard University, U.S.A. but has 
acquired vast work experience in Canada.  Paul has been the General Manager for the Peterborough 
Symphony, Orchestra London, the Meadowvale Theatre, the Toronto Pops, the Hamilton Philharmonic, 
as well as the Executive Director for the Mississauga Children’s Festival and both the Quinte and 
Stratford Music Festival. He has taught arts marketing, arts administration and museum management at 
Humber, George Brown and Sir Sandford Fleming College and been guest lecturer at several Ontario 
universities. He has been awarded many times for his enormous contribution to the arts.  
 
Melanie Fernandez holds Masters degrees in both Education and Anthropology.  She has a vast and 
varied employment background in the arts as she has worked for the Ontario Arts Council in the capacity 
of Community Arts Officer, as well as for the Art Gallery of Ontario as head of Education and Public 
Programmes.  She has also been employed by the Royal Ontario Museum as the Co-ordinator of the 
Discover Gallery.  She is currently the Director of Community and Educational Programmes at the 
Harbourfront Centre where she has worked since 2002.  Melanie brings with her vast experience in 
researching and writing and has many publications to her credit with the Ontario Museum Association, 
Ontario Association of Art Galleries, MUSE and The Toronto Star, to name but a few. Melanie has served 
on numerous boards and advisory committees, including: Cultural Pluralism in the Arts (University of 
Toronto), Community Arts Ontario, A Space Gallery, Arts Starts Neighbourhood Cultural Centre, the 
Canadian Commission of UNESCO and the Canada Council for the Arts Racial Equity Committee etc.  
  
Susan Serran has been involved with the professional arts community for over thirty years as a manager, 
producer, arts advocate and activist.  She joined Artscape in 1999 and since then has worked in a 
number of different capacities within the organization and is currently the Director of Community 
Development.  In addition to developing the vision and operational structure for the Gibraltar Point Centre 
for the Arts, she designed and facilitates an International Artist Residency Program which welcomes 
artists from around the world to Toronto.  Susan is also the programmer for Creative Places and Spaces, 
a bi-annual conference series hosted by Artscape.  Susan was a founding co-chair of Artsvote, a coalition 
that mobilized thousands of artists and cultural workers to vote in municipal elections.  
 
Alana Wilcox is the senior editor of Coach House Books, where she has worked for the past ten years.  
She is the founding editor of the uTOpia series, which includes uTOpia: Towards a New Toronto, The 
State of the Arts: Living with Culture in Toronto, GreenTOpia: Towards a Sustainable Toronto, and a 
forthcoming volume on civic engagement.  She is the past chair of the Literary Press Group of Canada 
and sits on the Literary Committee of the Toronto Arts Council and is a co-chair of the Industry Advisory 
Committee at the Ontario Media Development Corporation.  She holds an MA in English Literature from 
the University of Toronto and is the author of a novel, A Grammar of Endings (The Mercury Press). 

Jane Buyers is an artist originally from Toronto who has been living in Elmira, Ontario since 1992.  She 
has been a Professor in the Fine Arts Department at the University of Waterloo since 1988.  She works 
with sculpture in a variety of materials including wood, steel, bronze and ceramic, and in a range of scale, 
including public outdoor works.  Her practice also includes drawing and printmaking.  Jane has had 
numerous solo and group exhibitions across Canada as well as in the United States and Europe and her 
work is in many private and public collections.  Jane was elected to the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts 
in 2002.  She is represented by Paul Petro Contemporary Art, Toronto, and Harbinger Gallery, Waterloo.  


